
“Confidence: Insecurity, False Security, and Authentic Security” 
 
 

June 2, 2019 
Dear Trey and Macie,  
 
Since before you were even born, Mommy and I have prayed almost everyday that God 
would develop certain character traits in you guys. One of the things we have prayed 
hardest for is that you would have boldness, courage, and confidence. When it comes to 
confidence, there are three kinds of people. Let me explain. 
 
You could be the person who is insecure, the one who lacks confidence. This may cause 
you to walk with your head hung low or talk poorly about yourself. Often times however, 
you will do a really good job of projecting confidence when the truth is that you will 
constantly wonder if you are good enough. This will cause you to look to other people to 
validate you. The fear of not measuring up will drive you to put your time, energy, and 
money into “looking the part.” You will always be tempted to measure yourself the way 
the world measures you, which is by… 

○ How you look 
○ What you wear 
○ How “smart” you are 
○ How much money you have 
○ What you drive 
○ Where you live 
○ Who your friends are 
○ Who you date or marry 
○ How well you perform in your job or hobbies 

 
But here is what God says... 
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have 
rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

1 Samuel 16:7 NIV 
 
 
Or you could be the person who has false security . The arrogant, the proud, the entitled. 
You will be most susceptible to this when things are going well. This is why it has been 
said that the greatest test of character is not failure, but success. You will be so “secure” 
in what you can do and how “good” you are, that you will begin to believe that you have 
done something to earn or deserve the blessings in your life. Maybe even including your 
salvation. This of course, will cause you to look down on others who aren’t as “good” as 
you are. A potentially greater danger of this misplaced confidence is that it may lead you 
to dismiss your need for a Savior altogether because “you got this!” “Also,” you’ll tell 
yourself, “Even in my worst moments, I’m not as bad as __________.”  
 



But here is what God says... 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

Romans 3:23-24 NIV 
 
There’s a question that I want you to sincerely ask yourself. Do you really believe that 
God loves you?*  The temptation will be to quickly answer “yes” without giving it much 
serious thought. “Of course God loves me,” you’ll think. After all, since before you could 
even talk you have heard us sing to you over and over how “Jesus love me this I know…” 
But I want to to really think about it because your honest answer to that question will 
determine whether or not you ever have what Mommy and I pray so hard for… authentic 
security  or real confidence .  
 
The world won’t appreciate it or even recognize it as confidence and it won’t make sense 
to most people you meet. To them, confidence should look like a loud, mighty, giant of a 
warrior who beats his chest in pride and fears nothing and no one. In reality though, it 
looks more like a small shepherd boy who steps out in faith to do the impossible based 
on nothing more than the knowledge that he is perfectly loved by his Creator. You see, 
you don’t have to have it all together. You don’t have to be “good.” You don’t need to 
read more scripture or pray better prayers. Your value is not based on your performance 
or what others think about you. When Mommy and Daddy ask you, “When do we love 
you,”  you know by now that the answer is not dependent upon your behavior-- whether 
you have been “good” or “bad.” The truth that I pray you have come to genuinely believe 
in your heart is that we love you, “all the time!” Period. This is even more true when it 
comes to your Heavenly Father. Your value is based on the fact that you are created in 
God’s image. You need to know that you are deeply loved and valued simply because 
you are His. Yes, He loves you “all the time!” 
 
*Based on an excerpt from The Ragamuffin Gospel by Brennan Manning 
 
This is what God says… 
27  So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them.  

Genesis 1:27 NIV 
 
I recently heard this quote, “Identity shapes attitude. Attitude determines action.” This is 
why it is so important to know who you are when it comes to fulfilling God’s purpose for 
your life.  
 
Make no mistake. On your own, you’ll be a timid people pleaser always scared that 
others will discover you’re a fraud. Or you’ll be a judgmental hypocrite who puts others 
down to fool yourself into feeling better than you are. I know because I’ve spent much of 
my life alternating between the two. But when you have confidence, the real confidence 
we pray for in your lives, that is rooted in who God says you are, it will cause you to start 
living like a giant slaying king.  
 



So you see, our prayer for you is that when you look in the mirror, you would see the 
reflection of a brave shepherd with his sling and a precious child of a Father who thought 
you were worth dying for. And that your confidence in who you are in God allows you to 
hear Him whisper the same words to you that he did to Jesus...   

 
 

17 ...“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
Matthew 3:17b NIV 

 
 
Please don’t ever forget… With you we are well pleased and we love you… ALL THE 
TIME! 
 
Love,  
Daddy 


