
 Victory Part 3 – Small Group Discussions   
Key Points 
 
Joshua 7:4-26 NIV (read this over as a group) 
 

• You can rise above your past and live in victory. 

• Joshua 8 tells of the victory at Ai, but Joshua 7 came first. 

• The greatest victories come after the worst defeats. 

• The defeat at Ai came because of an enemy within.  

• Before you can defeat outside enemies, you must conquer your inner enemies. 

• The victory at Jericho (Joshua 5 and 6) came as a result of obedience to God. The defeat at Ai came 
as a result of disobedience.  

• Don’t settle for momentary pleasures when God has an eternal treasure waiting for you.  

• We take shortcuts because we want it how and when we want it. Because we think we know better 
than God, but there are no shortcuts in the Kingdom of God.  

• Sin will cost you more than you thought, take you farther than you wanted to go and hurt people you 
love. 

• Achan had the opportunity to confess and repent. He could have come forward on his own and perhaps 
he would have been met with mercy. Instead he kept his sin hidden and refused shine the light on it.  

• We all make mistakes and all mistakes are eventually found out.  

• When we mess up, we must admit it, own it, and turn from sin. That is how we win the battles 
against the enemy within.  

• A small compromise with sin now is the first step on a path that leads to total destruction unless there is 
honest confession and repentance.  

• Before God can do something great through us, He must help us address what’s going on within us.  

• You have to win your private battles before you can win your public battles. 
 

Memorize: Proverbs 4:23-27(NIV)  
“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it. Keep your mouth free of perversity; 
keep corrupt talk far from your lips. Let your eyes look straight ahead; fix your gaze directly before you. Give 
careful thought to the paths for your feet and be steadfast in all your ways. Do not turn to the right or the 
left; keep your foot from evil.” 
 
 
Questions:  

1. What internal enemy have you allowed to have it’s way rather than dealing with it and defeating it.  
2. Before Achan committed the act of sin, he thought about the sin. Our thoughts eventually become 

actions. Are your thoughts planting seeds of blessing or seeds of destruction? 
3. The consequences of Achan’s sins did not end with him. Our sin always goes beyond us. His whole 

family and the whole nation suffered because of his sin. Have you been justifying your sin, telling 
yourself only affects you? 

4. Achan’s greed and selfishness caused him to forfeit everything God had in store for him. The sad irony 
is that God was going to eventually give them all he wanted and more. Are there areas of your life 
where you have been “stealing” temporary treasures rather than waiting for God to give you His best? 

5. Achan could have repented and perhaps he would have been met with mercy rather than judgment. 
Have you been allowing greed, shame, or anything else to stand in the way of open and honest 
confession and repentance? 

6. Symptoms are just an indication that there is a deeper issue. Symptoms can help us find the heart 
issue behind them and then we can address it with God’s help. Have you been merely treating 
symptoms (depression, anxiety, addiction, etc.) and ignoring the heart issue (idolatry, pride, greed, 
selfishness, disobedience to God)? 

 
*** Remember to Like, Share, and Re-post this video message ***  

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+7%3A4-26&version=NIV

